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»,Happy Birthday, Mr. President- MARILYN*

Tato multimedialni skulptura reaguje na vizualni kanon 20. stoleti, ale namisto pouhé nostalgie pfinasi bfitkou reflexi
politicko-spoleCenské reality. Slavny moment z kvetna 1962, kdy Marilyn Monroe zazpivala narozeninové prani
prezidentu Kennedymu, autor dekonstruuje skrze syntézu warholovské barevnosti, tvarové abstrakce a autentické
zvukoveé stopy.

Objekt opousti figuralni realismus a soustredi se na silny koncepcCni kontrast, jehoz nositelem je samotna morfologie
dila. Vertikalni, syté purpurova hmota nabizi divakovi promeénlivou vizualni hru: na prvni pohled se nabizi Citelny
pop-artovy znak stylizovanych rtu a polibku. P¥i hlubSi imaginaci a zméné perspektivy vSak objekt odhaluje

citlivé krivky Casti zenskeého téla. Autor timto odvaznym gestem materializuje to, co v patriarchalnim svété vzdy
nejvice fascinovalo a magnetizovalo nejmocné&jsi muze doby. Zenské té&lo se zde stava ultimatnim objektem touhy,
mocenskou trofeji, ale i skrytym hybatelem vysoké politiky. Vysoky zrcadlovy lesk povrchu navic funguje jako
konceptualni past — v odrazech narazime na vlastni voyeursky pohled.

Zasadni sémanticky protipol pak lezi v spodni Casti skulptury. Ostre strukturovana, zlata zakladna pfimo vychazi z
nejpopularnéjsiho obrazu filmové historie — skladané bilé sukné vilajici nad mfizi newyorského metra. Autor tento
symbol erotické hravosti radikalne transformuje a odkazuje na dravy materialismus a penize jako tu nejvlivnejsi
hodnotu i dneSniho uradu amerického prezidenta.

Instalaci doprovazi puvodni zvukovy zaznam z roku 1962, ktery vychazi pfimo zpod zlaté zakladny. Kiehky, mrazivé
intimni hlas Marilyn musi prorazit skrze nanosy zlata a kapitalu. ,Happy Birthday, Mr. President” se tak stava
fascinujicim i varovhym pomnikem dejin, v nichz se politicky vrchol, sex a oligarchicky fetiSismus neomezeného
bohatstvi slévaji do jediného, zrcadlove lesklého objektu.



This multimedia sculpture responds to the visual canon of the 20th century, moving beyond mere nostalgia to
offer a sharp reflection on contemporary political and social reality. The author deconstructs the famous May 1962
moment—when Marilyn Monroe sang a birthday greeting to President John F. Kennedy—through a synthesis of
Warholian color theory, material abstraction, and an authentic audio track.

The artwork abandons figurative realism to focus on a powerful conceptual contrast driven by the sculpture’s
morphology. The vertical, deep magenta mass offers the viewer a shifting visual game: at first glance, it presents
the easily readable pop-art sign of stylized lips and a kiss. Upon deeper imagination and a shift in perspective,
however, the object reveals the contours of female genitalia. With this daring gesture, the artist materializes that
which most fascinated and magnetized the most powerful men of the era within a patriarchal world. The female
body becomes the ultimate object of desire, a trophy of power, and a hidden driver of high politics. Furthermore,
the high mirror-shine of the surface functions as a conceptual trap—reflecting our own voyeuristic gaze back at us.
A crucial semantic counterpoint lies in the lower part of the sculpture. The sharply structured, crumpled gold base
is directly derived from the most popular image in cinematic history—the white dress billowing over a New York
subway grate. The artist radically transforms this symbol of erotic playfulness. The fabric of the skirt melts into
deformed gold, referencing predatory materialism and money as the most influential value within the contemporary
office of the US President.

The installation is accompanied by the original 1962 audio recording, which emanates directly from beneath the
golden base. The sound rising from the depths of the object simulates the airflow from the symbolic ventilation
shaft. This time, however, Marilyn’s fragile, chillingly intimate voice must pierce through heavy layers of gold and
capital. ,Happy Birthday, Mr. President” thus stands as a fascinating and cautionary monument to history, where
the pinnacle of political power, sex, and the oligarchic fetishism of boundless wealth merge into a single, mirror-
polished object.


















Stainless steel sculptures

Mirror polished statue

top part in pink PU lacquer gold, base in PVD black
Sculpture: 770 x 750 x 880 mm (L*W*H)

Base: 580x25mm

Total height: 905mm

https://youtu.be/-BvOuigwlz8
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Milan Kuzica (November 12, 1962, Martin, Slovakia, lives and works in Prague, Czech Republic)
sculptor, painter, graphic designer and designer

He studied shaping and design at the Secondary School of Applied Arts in Kremnica. He studied privately
with Jozef Kostka. In 1991 he graduated from the Academy of Fine Arts and Design in Bratislava at the
Department of Design under Peter Paliatka and the Department of Sculpture under Juraj Melis. A year
later he completed his studies at Comenius University in Bratislava. He has been teaching in the years
1996 - 1997 at TAFE University Perth and at the High School of Design Claremont - Perth in Australia.
He also attended a one-year sculpture internship at Greg James Sculptor Studio. He is the director of

the art section of The Czech North American Chamber of Commerce & Culture Inc. He is a member of
the Czechoslovak Society of Arts and Sciences / SVU in New York. Since 1997 he has been living and
working in Prague. He worked in artistic, industrial and graphic design. Recently, he has focused mainly
on his free sculpture. He is represented in private collections in Slovakia, the Czech Republic and abroad.
He has exhibited in Slovakia, Belgium, Holland, Australia and USA.

The works of Milan Kuzica seem to divide according to their form into neorealistic and abstract, but

both streams always express existential questions and problematic interpersonal relationships with the
environment that creates a person when they deform. In his sculptural work he uses classical techniques
such as casting into bronze, but he also works with his own developed materials and technologies. He
called one of his techniques ,inorganicbio“, which he achieved by combining natural-metamorphic shapes
with artificially constructed sculpture body and intensive artificial colors. The contrast of natural elements
with inanimate technologies and machined appearance, often denying the inner reality, expresses the
functioning of the contemporary world in which we are surrounded and often unable to perceive it. This
is true, for example, of Kuzic's signal color scale, which does not seem to occur in nature. In reality,
however, the author uncovers the invisible world of the ultraviolet part of the spectrum, which is used at
different communication levels between animals and plants. The principle of bionic sculptures, of which
only a few have been realized by the author so far, is an important contribution of the field.

In 2015, Kuzica applied the abstract concept to the construction of six sculptures, denying their material
again, to Stépnice Castle Park in Dolni Pogernice, Prague, where individual garden sets were added.
With other Czech artists, Vaclav Fiala, Pavel Opo&ensky, David Cerny, Zdené&k Hdla, Jasan Zoubek

or Jan Kalab, he exhibits his works in the open spaces of Keji Park in Hloubé&tin or in Prague‘s Nové
Chabry. Milan Kuzica also organizes these sculpture parks. Kuzica appreciates his sense of color vision,
exceptional for sculptors, in abstract paintings and experimental graphics. It is presented every year at
the renowned confrontational exhibitions in the independent Zdenek Hula Circle in Kostelec nad Cernymi
lesy. As large art prints on an aluminum platform, they were also used in the modern commercial interiors
of Siemens Headbuilding in Prague.

He participated in two international symposia in the Rocky Mountains in Colored, USA, where he created
several-meter snow sculptures (in 2010 he led the realization of his author‘s design). In 2007 he received
an honorable mention for the work Apple - ,Ordinary Seed” by the American magazine NeoPopRealism.
In 2017, Kuzic's abstract statue of Green Life was selected for the Australian exhibition Sculpture by

the Sea in Perth, where it won an award in the form of an invitation to a similar exhibition in Sydney. In
2020, instead of the 24th year, only this single statue was installed here as a symbol of the global fight
against the Covid-19 virus. It is now permanently housed in the Snowy Valleys Sculpture Trail in Australia.
At Sculpture by the Sea were also exhibited sculptures by Start UpUp. Educated Life (Perth 2022) and
Family — Nathan (Perth and Sydney 2023).

Author of the text Bronislava Rokytova, art historian and exhibition curator

Contact information:

| Milan Kuzica | Atelier MK | Bakurinova 914, 190 12, Prague 9 — Dolni Pocernice |

| +420 602 707 098 | spr@volny.cz | www.sculpture-kuzica.com |@milankuzica |

Solo exhibitions:

2020 — Milan Kuzica: Green Life, 24th Sculpture by the Sea, Bondi, Sydney, Australia (a special year at the time
of the global struggle with the Covid-19 virus, when only this single statue was symbolically displayed)

2019 — Milan Kuzica: 12, Gallery Hall C, Balabenka Point, Prague, Czech Republic

2018 — Milan Kuzica: Private World Studio, Slovak House in Prague, Prague, Czech Republic

2017 — Milan Kuzica: Spring - Summer - Autumn - Winter, XXII. Garden Party Indian Summer, Dolni
Pocernice, Prague, Czech Republic

2014 — Milan Kuzica: Relationships, XIX. Garden Party Indian Summer, Dolni PoCemice, Prague, Czech Republic
2013 — Milan Kuzica: Venus after Botticelli, XVIII. Garden Party Indian Summer, Dolni PoCernice, Prague,
Czech Republic

2012 — Milan Kuzica: Principium, Atelier MK, Prague, Czech Republic

2011 — Milan Kuzica: Spring Festival, Scarabeus Gallery, Prague, Czech Republic

2010 — Milan Kuzica: The Conception of the Virgin - Exhibition of one statue, Casa Lusitana Gallery, Prague -
Karlin, Czech Republic

2010 — Milan Kuzica: Statues, Hlubo$ Chateau, Hlubo$ near Pfibram, Czech Republic

2009 — Milan Kuzica: AVEVA, Atrium of Kfizik Palace, Prague, Czech Republic (Symbolically conceived
sculptures on the theme of ,woman®)

Independent realizations:

2023 — Large-format painting ,Micraft on the facade of the house, location: Prague 8 - Liberi, Czech Republic
2021 — Polished stainless steel sculpture (height 6m): Harmony, location: Harmony Hotel, SpindlerGv Miyn,
Czech Republic

2021 — Polished stainless steel sculpture (height 2.5m): Dolce Vita, location: HogoFogo Theatre, Drazkov,
Czech Republic

2021 — Composite sculpture (height 4m): Family — Nathan, location: Castle Park in Prague Dolni Pocernice,
Czech Republic

2019 — Relief in acrylic: Master Jan Hus, location: Ambroz choir of the Czechoslovak Hussite Church (building
and area according to the project of architect Josef Gocar), Hradec Kralové, Czech Republic

2019 — Statue in cooperation with Lyubomir Ivanov: Ad honorem Ideis Silentiorum (In honor of the silenced
ideas) Bertha Sophia Felicita von Suttner (in memory of the Czech-Austrian pacifist, journalist and writer)
Klanovice, Prague, Czech Republic

2018 — Sculpture made of natural stone and 3D print: Mass Mirroring Energy (in memory of Czech painter and
illustrator Hedvika Vilgusova), location: Hedvika Vilgusova square, Klanovice, Prague, Czech Republic

2018 — Bronze bust: Tomas Garrigue Masaryk, location: TGM memorial in Pfedni Lhota, Podébrady, Czech Republic
2015 — Sculpture park: Stépnice castle park, Dolni Poéernice, Prague, Czech Republic (Permanent exhibition
of six sculptures incorporated into garden-architectural areas)

2011 — Large paintings: Touching circles, location: Siemens entrance hall, Prague, Czech Republic

2011 — Bronze relief: Master Jan Hus, location: ZS Praha 9 - Dolni Po&ernice, Czech Republic

2003 — Sculpture: Mr. MySak, location: Palace Mysak, Vodickova, Prague 1, Czech Republic

Collective exhibitions / Sculptural symposia:

2023 — Milan Kuzica: Family — Nathan, 27th Sculpture by the Sea, Cottesloe, Bondi, Sydney, Australia
2023 — Milan Kuzica: Family — Nathan, 18th Sculpture by the Sea, Cottesloe, Perth, Australia

2022 (to date) — Milan Kuzica: Green Life, Snowy Valleys Sculpture Trail, Australia (a sculpture trail with 25
pieces from around the world in a fire-ravaged area)

2022 — Milan Kuzica: Start UpUp. Educated Life, 18th Sculpture by the Sea, Cottesloe, Perth, Australia
2019 — Milan Kuzica: In the Name of the Common God? shed blood! : || , Tusta Sculpta - Sculpture
Symposium, Paradise Garden of the Augustinian Monastery, Sculpture Path to Baldov (other exhibiting artists
were Vaclav Fiala, Toma$ Tichy, Robert Vlasak and Jochen Michel from Germany)

2019 — Milan Kuzica: StartUPUP Green Life Il.; Flores Il., Trebon Sculpture World, Trebon, Czech Republic
(other exhibiting artists were Vaclav Cigler - Michal Motycka, Karel Nepras, Kurt Gebauer, Olbram Zoubek,
Jasan Zoubek, Pavel Opocensky, Ondrej 4th, Jan Kovarik and Petr Pisarik)



2017 — Milan Kuzica: Green Life, 21st Sculpture by the Sea, Bondi, Sydney, Australia (invited guests by artists
Tony Cragg and Ben-David Zadok)

2017 — Milan Kuzica: Green Life, 13th Sculpture by the Sea, Cottesloe, Perth, Australia (invited guests by
artists Tony Cragg and Ben-David Zadok)

2015-2022 — Milan Kuzica: Marilyn; Clavicula Il., Sculpture Park, Nové Chabry, Prague, Czech Republic (The
organizer and one of the exhibiting artists are Vaclav Fiala, David Cerny, Pavel Opo&ensky, Jan Kalab and
Jakub Flejsar.)

2013-2015 — Milan Kuzica: Single MW, Kejilv mlyn Sculpture Park, Hloubétin, Prague, Czech Republic

(The organizer and one of the exhibiting artists were Vaclav Fiala, Pavel Opocensky, Zdenek Hula, Jasan
Zoubek and Jifi Kacer.

2010 — The Budweiser International Snow Sculpture Championships in Breckenridge, Coloredo, USA
(Creating your own design Save Place for our Childern.)

2009 — Milan Kuzica and Jan Kondac¢: Memory of Emotions, under the auspices of the Embassy of the Czech
Republic in Brussels, Brussels, Belgium

2011, 2009, 2008, 2006 — Milan Kuzica, Frantisek Blazicek and Filip Menzel, SUJB Gallery, Prague, Czech Republic
2009 — Milan Kuzica: Eva, NeoPopRealism Starz: 21st Century Art, NeoPopRealism Digital Exhibition Journal
and Wonderpedia, New York, USA

2007 — The Budweiser International Snow Sculpture Championships in Breckenridge, Colorado, USA

2007 — Milan Kuzica: Apple - ,Ordinary Seed“, NeoPopRealism Starz: 21st Century Art, digital exhibition
NeoPopRealism Journal and Wonderpedia, New York, USA

1997 — Milan Kuzica (invited foreign guest): Ordinary Woman, Gomboc Gallery Sculpture Survey, Perth, Australia
1997 — Gregory James and Milan Kuzica: Scuptures, Greg James Sculptor Studio, Frementl, Australia

Valuation:

2023 — The Pommery Champagne Artist Award, in Sculpture by the Sea, Cottesloe 2023, for Family — Natan
2023 — The Perth Symphony Orchestra Award, Musical improvisation inspired by the sculpture ‘Family —
Natan’, Milan Kuzica (Czech Republic/Slovakia), Sculpture by the Sea, Cottesloe 2023 created and performed
by Mark Underwood: https://sculpturebythesea.com/cottesloe/whats-on/perth-symphony-orchestra/

2020 — Milan Kuzica: Green Life, 24th Sculpture by the Sea, Bondi, Sydney, Australia (a special year at the
time of the global struggle with the Covid-19 virus, when only this single statue was symbolically displayed)
2017 — The Andrea Stretton Memorial Invitation to exhibit in Sculpture by the Sea, Bondi 2017, for Green Life
2009 — 1st place awarded to sculptors for the work Absolute Dancer, 11th International Sculpture Symposium
Snow Kingdom, Pustevny in Beskydy, Czech Republic

2008 — 2nd place awarded by spectators and 3rd place awarded by sculptors for the work ONA ON A (SHE
HE AND) 10th International Sculpture Symposium Snow Kingdom, Pustevny in Beskydy, Czech Republic
2007 — 1st place, Honorable Mention for ,Apple - Ordinary Seed®, 2nd NeoPopRealism Starz International Art
Competition Erotica as and hihg Artistic Aspiration

2005 — 3rd place awarded by the expert jury for the book Ship of Destiny, 6th International Sculpture
Symposium Snow Kingdom, Pustevny in Beskydy, Czech Republic

Residenctial stay:
1996 — 1997 — Sculpture internship at Greg James Sculptor Studio, Perth, Australia

Educational activity:
1996 — 1997 — TAFE University Perth, Perth, Australia
1996 — 1997 — High School of Design, Claremont, Perth, Australia
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